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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicant submits herewith patents, publications or other information, of which 
Applicant is aware that Applicant believes may be material to the examination of this 
application, and in respect of which, there may be a duty to disclose. The filing of this 
information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. (Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, 
at 25.) 

This information disclosure statement is accompanied by Form PTO/SB/08 
(substitute for Form PTO-1449). Since copies of these references were provided either 
by Applicant or the Examiner in the following related U.S. Application - Serial No. 
09/729,491, filed December 3, 2000 (pending) - upon which the instant application 
relies for its priority date, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d), no copies of these 
references are enclosed. 
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Further, in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), and as 
required by M.P.E.P. § 609 (lll)(A)(3), Applicant submits that reference nos. B5, B6 and 
B7 are not in the English language and submits the following concise statements as to 
their relevance: 

B5: JP 46-1521 1971 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures and 
the English language abstract. The English-language abstract was attached in the 
related pending patent application serial no. 09/729,491, and it explains that the subject 
matter is a "destructive bolt [that] is disposed along its axial direction and is composed 
of portions including two bolt portions which are interconnected so as to form a means 
to which a stress is applied beforehand; the destructive element is included in said 
means; one of bolt portions (sic) is constructed so as to be loaded by tension; the other 
portion is constructed so as to be loaded by the opposite compression; those forces are 
mutually balanced (or (sic))." The apparatus appears to include a lower die with a 
shearing formation, and an upper press that will nest with the lower die which also 
includes a shearing formation that cooperates with the shearing formation on the lower 
die and a washer positioned between the upper press and the lower die which shears 
when an applied load exceeds a specified tension. 

B6: SU 706,586 1979 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures. The 
drawing figures appear to show a pair of internally threaded nuts or washers joined by a 
short torsion spring that is disposed between the nuts or washers in a semicircular 
groove. 

B7: SU 796,498 1981 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures and 
the English-language abstract. The English-language abstract is attached and explains 
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that the subject matter is "[a] composite washer... [that] consists of two open, 'IT shaped 
half rings whose inclined surface (sic) are in contract." 

Further, in satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1.56 and as 
required by M.P.E.P. § 2001.06(c), applicant hereby discloses the existence of the 
following settled litigation: Simpson Manufacturing Co., Inc. and Simpson Strong-Tie 
Company, Inc. v. Alfred D. Commins and Commins Manufacturing, Inc. U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of California, Oakland Division, Case No. C03-01 15 SBA, 
filed March 17, 2003. This lawsuit was filed Simpson Strong-Tie Company, Inc., the 
assignee of the present invention, against Alfred D. Commins, the named inventor of 
U.S. Patent 6,390,747 B1 ("the 747 patent"), which claims and teaches an automatic 
take-up device for tension tie-down systems in wood-framed buildings. U.S. Patent 
6,390,474 B1 claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application 60/156,042, filed 
September 24, 1999, and is the parent of U.S. Patent 6,585,469, filed May 15, 2002. 
Among other claims for relief sought in the lawsuit, Simpson Strong-Tie Company, Inc. 
was asking the court to require Commins to assign an ownership interest in the 747 
patent to it. Simpson Strong-Tie Company is the former employer of Commins. 
Reference C1 listed on the enclosed form PTO/SB/08 is a description of the claims 
raised in the lawsuit and reference C3 is a declaration from Arthur B. Richardson that 
was prepared in conjunction with the lawsuit. Mr. Richardson's declaration concerns his 
efforts with his former partner to make and publicize an automatic take-up device for 
use with wood-framed buildings at least as early as 1998. The automatic take-up 
device described in the declaration is related to the automatic take-up device shown in 
reference C4. 

The person making this certification is the practitioner who signs below on the 
basis of the information supplied by the inventor(s) and in the practitioner's file. 

As far as is known to the undersigned, this Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), and therefore no fee is 
required. While no fee is believed to be due, if this belief is in error the Commissioner is 
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authorized to charge any additional fees, including extension fees or other relief which 
may be required for this paper, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 03- 
4075 (Attorney Docket No. SST/1355). 



Date: 



Reg. No.: 41,694 
Tel. No.: 510-832-4111 
Fax No.: 510-832-4115 
Customer No.: 498 

Attachments: Form PTO/SB/08 (5 pgs) 



Respectfully submitted, 

cju a ( 

^7 

Charles R. Cypher Y 

Law Offices of James R. Cypher 

405 14th Street 

Suite 1607 

Oakland, CA 94612 
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